May 8, 2013

Hon. Michael J. Baumgartner
Ogemaw County Circuit Coust
806 W. Houghton Avenue
West Branch, Michigan 48661

Dear Honorable Judge Baumgartner,

I am Harriett H. Coe I was Band Director, Teacher and Girls Basketball Coach at Rose City Middle
School for 35 years and am a member of the community for 40 years.

I am writing to request leniency at the sentencing for Neal Erickson. 1 have known Neal
professionally and personally throughout the 17 years he taught at RCMS.

I realize and accept the fact that Neal has made an egregious mistake and ruined his career of
teaching. However, Neal is, was, and always will be a good, kind, responsible, hardworking person.

Neal worked with me at sporting cvents at the school [ was the girls basketball coach and he
voluntarily ran the concession stand to help earn monies for our §" Grade Camp fund. He is respected

Neal assisted me with our 6* Grade Camp, volunteering for any and all fund raisers, spending many
hours helping in the preparation of the week-long camp, and giving up an entire week every year for
16 years to enhance the students lives, During school sanctioned activities there was never any
inappropriate conduct between Neal and any student.

Neal has plead guilty for his one criminal offense but he is not a predator. This was an isolated
incident. He understands the severity of his action and is sincere in his desire to make amends. He has
been candid and coaveyed his action to his family, friends, and coworkers. Neal can and will be a
contributing citizen of our community. Because of his guilty plea and acceptance of his action, I pray
upon your understanding to consider the lower end of the sentencing guidelines.

I have faith that the right course of action will be considered by the justice system

Thank you for considering this request for feniency.

S inccre’ly-,

Mfmd #d’ﬁ_,

Harrlett H. Coe
RCMS Teacher, Retired




